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On November 1, 2018, Cherrie and I were extremely happy to open the doors of the old drapery store dating back to 

1856, at 65 Tarraville Road, to Interiors By Jade Gift Shop. 

We are so proud that we are able to add to the commercial precinct of Port Albert that will provide additional           

options to the local town folk and visitors alike and to bring back a piece of historical history by erecting the front 

shingle of J&G McKenzie , who operated the store in the mid 1800’s. 

The opening of Interiors By Jade Gift Shop was a wish of Cherrie’s who is a qualified interior decorator and to see the 

vision return is extremely exciting. 

Both Cherrie and I would like to thank all the town folk of Port Albert, Langsborough and surrounding areas for their 

support and kindness in the opening of Interiors By Jade Gift Shop.    

Cherrie and Marcus McKenzie 

Interiors by Jade 
65 Tarraville Road Port Albert  
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Maritime Museum News 

notes taken from PAMM by Venetia Beaney  

 

Gippsland Regional Maritime Museum 

 
Open Daily September to May 10.00am - 4.00pm Weekends and School        Holidays 

During June -  
August 

A vivid insights into the early history of Port Albert as the gateway to Gippsland and its 

colourful maritime history. 

 
78 Tarraville Rd, Port Albert, VIC 3971 

Nautical Trivia 

Flotsam and Jetsam. 
These are legal terms in maritime law.  Flotsam is any part of the wreckage of a ship or her cargo that is lost by acci-
dent and found floating on the surface of the water.  Jetsam are goods or equipment deliberately thrown overboard 
(jettisoned) to make a ship more stable in heavy seas and rough weather.  The term Flotsam and Jetsam shoreside 
means odds and ends of no great value. 
 
Vale Howard Mashiter, a long time hard working volunteer of our Museum who is sadly missed.  

The month of January saw our visitor numbers soar with 

folk coming from United Kingdom, Italy, Germany, U.S.A., 

Scotland, Netherlands and Switzerland. locally we had 

visitors from every state apart from Northern Territory, it 

was a busy time with almost 600 people through our 

doors over the month.   

  

Admiral Fitzroy’s Mercury Barometer. 

This barometer is No. 1 in a series issued by the Government of Victoria to all ports in 1861.  Early mariners and Port Albert 

fishermen tapped the barometer to see if it were rising or falling, an indication of weather before wireless.  The barometer 

arrived via the steamer ‘Ant’ to Port Albert in 1865 and was installed in the Harbour    Masters office.  It was in use until the 

1970’s when it was removed to the old yacht club shed.  The fate of the     internal workings is uncertain but the case remained    

intact.  A new faithfully recreated mercury column and it’s associated calibrating mechanism was made embodying the fine 

detail of the original instrument obtained from original plans and instructions by Mr David Raeburn of Bairnsdale Clocks, 

Bairnsdale.  
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Join The Tattler Mailing List! 

Become part of our mailing list and get 

your copy of The Tattler through email! 

Contact us at:  thetattlerportal-

bert@gmail.com and we can make sure 

you      receive your copy each month! 

PORT ALBERT               

MERCHANDISE 

 

 
Hats, Bumper Stickers & Mag-

nets  are available for purchase.  

All proceeds go directly to the 

cost of producing the merchan-

dise, events, production of The 

Tattler & co-contribution of 

community projects.  

Stickers can be  purchased from 

various locations in Port Albert, 

namely Port Albert General 

Store, Port Albert Wharf Fish & 

Chips, Wildfish , Port Albert 

Maritime Museum and Court-

house  Gallery in Yarram. 

 

 

Please Note! 

Our next  Progress Meeting will be 

held on TUESDAY 12 March 2019 at 

7pm 

CFA MEETING ROOM.  All Welcome! 

            DON’T FORGET—

MEMBERSHIPS ARE DUE NOW! 
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Letters To The Editor.............. 

If you want to have your say, good , bad or indifferent, 

write to the Editor and place it into our newsletter! 

Letters to the Editor are not the opinions of Port Albert 

Progress Association. 

Send all Letters to the Editor to; 

thetattlerportalbert@gmail.com 

Dear Editor, 

RE—Water Tower 

Has the Committee thought about approaching the reisdents of Post code 3971 with ideas on designs 

for the project with no prejudicial decisions? 

Name & Address withheld by request 

For information on our working groups and what  they are doing see page  3. 

 

Help us to help you! Join a meeting of one of our working groups or all of them and  

help to complete these  projects.   



Letter 

to the Editor, 

In the November minutes of the Port Albert Progress Association, I read that a council employee informed Progress that 

“Masterplan’s are only live for 10yrs.  Port Albert’s Master Plan is dated 2002, and therefore, no longer live.” 

I queried this with the Wellington Shire’s CEO, Mr. Morcom who contradicted this statement in his written reply to me, (a 

copy of his reply has been handed to PAPA) and I quote – “the Master Plan has less relevance today”.  This would indicate 

that the Master Plan is still “live” and has relevance, in particular as the actions within the Master Plan are integral to the 

success of the Urban Design Framework which forms part of the WSC Planning Scheme.  

The Council employee’s comment re Master Plans being live for 10 years only – the fact is the Port Albert Master Plan 

dated 2002 indicated long term action from 2002 to 2022.(A copy of this has been handed to Progress).  This proves that 

the PAMP is a 20 year plan and it must follow that it will remain in the Wellington Shire Planning Scheme as a reference 

document until it is superseded.  

Regarding Mr. Morcom’s subjective comment “less relevance” – surely it is up to the people of Port Albert to determine 

the relevance of the still current Master Plan and what is best for our town, not the Sale-centric administration of the 

WSC. 

The reason for my writing this letter is to highlight the facts so that individuals can make up their own minds what is best 

for Port Albert. 

Examples of works recommended to be carried out in the 2002-2022 Port Albert Master Plan are listed below:- 
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No. 7 - Responsibility – Wellington Shire Council – Town Drainage system (Infrastructure works costed in-

dicatively at $100,000 /lineal kilometre of drain).   

No. 11 – Reinstate a supervised public sea baths within the harbour area. – Responsibility – Wellington 

Shire Council, Tourism Vic. and Gipps Ports. (costed indicatively at $50,000). 

No. 28 – Develop the old water tower as a public lookout – Responsibility – Wellington Shire Council 

(costed indicatively @ $1,000,000). 

Re indicative costs – these were 2002 indicative costings, imagine the blow out in costs today, 2019.  Could 

this be the reason Wellington Shire continue to tell us that the Master Plan is “not live” or has “less rele-

vance”. 

Council continue to mislead the people of Port Albert by saying the PAMP is ‘not live’, ‘not signed off on’, 

‘only has a life of 10 years’ and yet 17 years later they employ council staff to form ratepayer/resident 

groups to carry out the work outlined and recommended in the Port Albert Master Plan.  Is this accepta-

ble?  As stated in the Master Plan – it is WSC’s responsibility for the above works and not the general pub-

lic.  Is it really acceptable for council to expect the general public to do the work that they are employed to 

do? 

This letter is not about council bashing, that would be too easy, but ask yourselves - why keep and feed a 

dog and then do the barking yourself? 

 

JACK 

Letters To The Editor.............. 
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Continues from page 8 
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Port Albert Yacht Club  Bay Street, Port Albert 

0428 825 020 

TRIVIA NIGHT A WINNING EVENT! 

               By Jenny Davies 

 

Over 70 patrons supported the Port Albert Yacht Club’s Annual Trivia Night last week. 

Organisers, Cath and Jack Milner made sure there was a great deal of fun to be had and a healthy profit made for the club 

which will go towards the purchase of a larger safety boat rib. 

Assisted by Ian and Malissa Nicol, the team designed a range of general knowledge questions, the highlight seemed to be Mu-

sic Bingo which saw tables bouncing while identifying the short excerpts. The winning team headed by the Gallagher family of 

Welshpool enjoyed its moment of glory. 

Raffles were keenly sought as the crowd viewed the many donations from businesses. The club thanks to the following local 

businesses for their sponsorship: Alberton General Store, Alberton Marine, Interiors by Jade, Maritime Art and       Antiques, 

Port Albert Café & Wine Bar, Port Albert General Store, Port Albert Wharf, Southern Exposure, Victoria Hotel, as well as further 

afield: Bunnings, Evans Petroleum, Woolworths, Yarram Country Club. 

Photos: Ori Millo 
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Wellington Shire News! 

Preventing water tank contamination 

The most effective way to prevent contamination of your water 
tank is to make sure it is properly sealed and to disconnect the 
downpipes to the tank as soon as there is a bushfire ‘or ash’ 
risk. Do not reconnect the downpipes until the roof has been 
cleaned after the bushfire, either manually or after a flush of 
rain 
From better health channel information https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/
healthyliving/bushfires-and-water-tanks 

Agencies to report fire trespassers to police 
  
The bushfire south east of Rosedale is now under control, but many local roads and tracks in the direct 
vicinity of the fire are still closed to the public. 
It is important that everyone abides by these road closures, for their own safety and the safety of those 
still working to secure the area. 
The bushfire has burnt 12,178 hectares of bush which includes the Holey Plains State Park and HVP 
Plantations. 
As a result, the ground in this area is unstable, there are burnt-out trees that are in danger of falling and 
causing injury, hot-spots are still being extinguished and the area is not safe for the public. This is the 
reason why the roads remain signposted that they are closed. 
Anyone found to be ignoring the road closure signs and walking, driving vehicles or riding motorbikes in 
this area will have their details recorded and reported to the police. 
Wellington has plenty of areas to enjoy the natural environment that are easily accessible and perfect 
for exploring. We ask that you continue to enjoy these places but avoid the fire-affected areas until they 
have been declared safe by fire authorities. 
All forest and plantation access tracks are closed as well as the following: 

• Taylors Lane (north of Gormandale-Stradbroke Road) 

• Mitchells Road (at Willung Road) 

• Ronalds Road (at Willung Road) 

• Merton Vale Road (north of Taylors Road) 

• Buxtons Road 

• Baldwins Road 

• Talbot Road 

• East Boundary Road 

• Rosedale-Stradbroke Road is closed with a traffic management point at the Rosedale Speedway 
-- Ends -- 

Media Contacts:          Incident Control Centre 5139 7778 
                                    Wellington Police Inspector Scott Brennan  5142 2200 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/bushfires-and-water-tanks
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/bushfires-and-water-tanks
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Safe Swimming Area Update! 
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Port Albert Community Directory 

  Port Albert CFA – Fire Brigade –Meetings Mon Night 730 pm PA    Fire Brigade - Emergencies 

000 or www.CFA.vic.gov.au 

Port Albert Progress Association –  meets every second Tuesday of the month, CFA meeting rooms, 7pm    

Email portalbertprogress@gmail.com 

Port Albert Mechanics Hall Committee of Management –Contact 0431734236   portalberthall@gmail.com 

    Port Albert Coast Guard – Part of Australia Volunteer Coast Guards – for membership - https:// coastguard.com.au/

membership Phone: (03) 5183 2555  

Port Albert Sports and Light Game Fishing – Local Fishing competitions and Team Events -  

Charles 0427532961 

Port Albert Maritime Museum – Contact David Dickson  518302520 

  The Friends of St John’s Inc. - Contact President Ray Walka     Email: raywalka@hotmail.com 

Port Albert Yacht Club – Sailing lessons, Sailing competitions & other events –  

Contact andrewsmacaulay@gmail.com 0417106279 

The Historic Port Albert Boat Club Inc – Contacts:  President Troy McFarland 0428 826 476, 

Vice President Chris Beer 0427 826 119  

“Jewell In the Crown” Absolutely!! Join the Conversation. 
 
We know how sensational Port Albert is, let’s boast our spoils far and wide so we 
too can benefit from increased tourist visitations currently being experienced 
across Gippsland coastal hotspots. 
Progress are working toward greater Promotion and Advertising of the Port, and 
are keenly seeking your input. 
Cherie Smirl cheriesmirl@bigpond.com would be delighted to hear from passion-
ate Port Alberters with a view to starting the conversation. 

  

http://www.CFA.vic.gov.au/
mailto:portalbertprogress@gmail.com
mailto:raywalka@hotmail.com
mailto:andrewsmacaulay@gmail.com
mailto:cheriesmirl@bigpond.com
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What’s happening 

this month! 



The Tattler 
Port Albert’s FREE  Community Newsletter! 

                                                         Issue No  1114 March 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Tattler 
Port Albert’s FREE  Community Newsletter! 

Issue No  114 March 2019 


