The Port Albert Tattler
Community Newsletter! Issue No 116
May 2019
TARRA FESTIVAL A SUCCESS FOR
YARRAM AND PORT ALBERT !

WOW WOW WOW , what an Easter Yarram and Port Albert had !! The 47th Tarra Festival’s theme was
Peace and Love and for our district that is experiencing the worst drought in recent times this allowed
everyone both locals and visitors to “let their hair down “ and have four days of fun starting with the
colorful street parade through Yarram and ending with the best fireworks display on a beautiful night in
Port Albert.
The festival had so much to see and do from art shows to market and street stalls to golf events to
wood chopping competitions at Alberton and the grand final rematch between Yarram and Churchill
plus so much more.
What a great time we all had !!On top of that the weather was superb.
Without the ongoing hard work of the Tarra Festival Committee this special event that certainly puts
our district “on the map “would never occur and the town folk of Port Albert would like to say a big
THANK YOU for putting together what was probably the BEST festival ever.
Submission Deadlines:
The next deadline for submission of articles and advertisements is the 15th of every
month.
Submissions can be made anytime by email to: portalberttattler2019@gmail.com or our
Facebook Page: The Tattler
Proudly supported by Wellington Shire Council. Editors: Port Albert Progress Association. All care is taken to ensure that
the information given is true and correct at the time of publication. All works provided remain the property of the writers.
Opinions, views or articles do not represent the views or opinions of Port Albert Progress Association.
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Tarra Festival Photos
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Port Albert Dawn Service
25th April 2019
25th

Lest We Forget

At the dawn of April 25 , Port Albert once again held a memorial service to honor those who lost their
lives in battles from World War 1 to Vietnam and today's confrontations in Afghanistan and other war
torn regions. Port Albert Progress Association would like to thank the many people involved in putting
this special event together. There are so many people to thank however a special mention should go to
Merv Lowe as coordinator and Saul Stainer for his rendition of the last post. Finally we would like to thank
everyone for attending and participating in the dawn service and the laying of wreaths on
commemoration of our fallen soldiers.

#

The Tattler
Port Albert’s FREE Community Newsletter!
Issue No 116 May 2019

Port Albert
Water Tower Update
May 2019

For some time now a working committee has been looking at converting the water tower into a
work of art in the same vein as the now famous Victorian silo trail. What will make Port Albert
different will be the first to have a water tower art and the start of a water tower trail. Exciting
times for our town.
During May , we will have the pleasure of a visit from Ulla Taylor an artist from Melbourne,
courtesy of Creative Gippsland. She will be in town to discuss the creation of a number of
design’s depicting Port Albert for community discussion.
Should you have the pleasure of meeting Ulla please give her a warm Port Albert welcome and
have a chat.
Ulla has vast experience working in communities and also working on large works of art and we
are very excited to have her coming to Port Albert. At the end of her visit and receipt of her
designs for the water tower we will hold a community meeting which will be announced through
Discover Port Albert and The Port Albert Tattler.
As yet we have not obtained an update from Wellington Shire in respect to the grant however
should have an answer in the next few weeks. Last update I forgot to put our email address, so
please find it below.
Kerryn Leak
Port Albert Water Tower Working Group
portalbertwatertowerproject@gmail.com
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Maritime Museum News
by Venetia Beaney

Our museum has enjoyed a busy summer season
with many visitors, especially at weekends,
although weekdays have also seen our visitor
numbers rise against previous years figures.

The Chinese Involvement in Victoria’s
Fishing Industry.
A diorama depicting the Chinese fish
curing site at Chinaman’s Point as
suggested by recovered archaeological
data.
An excavation of the site undertaken in
2004 by a PHD student, Alister Bowen, La
Trobe University, revealed a picture of how
these establishments worked and how the
occupants lived.
Research revealed an 1888 land document
indicating Ah Hoo leased a one acre site at
Chinaman’s Point for a fisherman’s
residence.
Alister and his team cleared and
methodically excavated the site revealing
many artifacts and evidence of fish drying
and brining.
Alister Bowen received his Doctor of
Philosophy in 2008 after carefully
researching Chinese culture and relating it
to the Port Albert site.
More information on this fascinating
history of our area is available at the
museum.
Nautical Trivia
Tell it to the Marines.
Originally with reference to Britain’s Royal
Marines, inferring that someone is not to
be believed. The full phrase is “tell it to
the marines because the sailors won’t
believe you” but nowadays only the first
clause is usually given, standing for the
whole. In other words......you are prone to
exaggeration or untruths.

Gippsland Regional Maritime Museum

Open Daily September to May 10.00am - 4.00pm Weekends and School
Holidays During June August
A vivid insights into the early history of Port Albert as the gateway to Gippsland and its colourful maritime history.
78 Tarraville Rd, Port Albert, VIC 3971
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PORT ALBERT
MERCHANDISE

Hats, Bumper Stickers &
Magnets are available for
purchase. All proceeds go
directly to the cost of
producing the
merchandise, events,
production of The Tattler &
co-contribution of
community projects.
Stickers can be purchased
from various locations in
Port Albert, namely Port
Albert General Store, Port
Albert Wharf Fish & Chips,
Port Albert Maritime
Museum and Courthouse
Gallery in Yarram.

Join The Tattler Mailing
List!
Become part of our mailing list and
get your copy of The Tattler through
email!
Contact:
portalberttattler2019@gmail.com and
we can make sure you receive your
copy each month!

The next Progress Meeting will
be held on Tuesday 14 May 2019
starting at 7pm in the CFA
Meeting Room.
All are welcome and would be
great to hear new ideas and
suggestions.
See you then!

*Please note the new email
address
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Largest National
Seagrass Project

Picture by Yarram Standard
Darren Chester, YYLCN Michael Hobson
Coordinator Scott Elliott,
Project Officer Jason Pickering

The Federal Government has given $200,000 of funding to Yarram
Landcare Network to help restore native seagrass at Corner Inlet.
It is the largest seagrass project to be attempted in Australia.
Working closely with fishermen and farmers and the community.
They have been collecting fruit, germinating seedlings where seagrass has
been lost to sea urchins. By increasing the seagrass in Corner Inlet it will
increase the productivity of the fishery. The Corner inlet is relied on for
seafood such as King George whiting, Southern Calamari, Rock Flathead,
Southern Garfish and Gummy Shark. These would not exist if not for
healthy seagrass. Aiming to restore 200ha of seagrass over 2 yrs is exciting
for the Yarram Landcare and for a vibrant commercial fishery.
By working to restore what has been lost and protecting the sea grass that
remains we can return the area to health which will support native fish and
other marine animals.
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Promotion and Marketing of Port Albert
by Cherie Smirl
Promotion and Marketing of our beautiful region and of course Port
Albert has become a huge focus of Progress as we embrace our need to
attract our share of tourists visiting our region.
Through liaison with the Wellington Shire Visitor Economy and Events
Coordinator, we have been instrumental in the current reworking of a
number of Wellington Shire’s tourist information publications.
Potentially to improve our photo profile and narrative to reflect so much
more about the Port, past and present.

****************
Destination Gippsland’s recent advertising campaign focuses on
marketing our region as a whole and working collaboratively to bring
about the best possible outcome for both visitors and us.
We look forward to working more with Destination Gippsland over the
weeks , moths and years ahead to learn more on how to maximise the
benefits of their campaign.

The Meeniyan Success Story
The revitalisation of Meeniyan Township is a model from which Port Albert may also gain from. A forum
attended recently by Charla Smith of Port Albert Waterview Retreat and myself highlighted the challenges
faced by rural communities today and provided some great insights well worth our consideration.
Some of the key “take- homes” from the forum were :The Community needed to collaborate and work together as a team to achieve sustainable goals.
To be more open to new members and welcome expertise and skills they brought to the community.
To learn to embrace new ideas and become more receptive to change.
To learn to listen to criticism, grow from it and use it productively, without emotional attachment.
They needed to build on the heritage and history of the Township through better collaboration with long
standing community members and the wealth of knowledge they could offer.
The introduction of free Wifi to the township precinct has created a great incentive to tourists to take a break
and enjoy Meeniyan’s boutique retail outlets. A boon for both visitors and locals.

If you want to have your say, good , bad
or indifferent, write to the Editor and
place it into our newsletter!
Letters to the Editor are not the opinions
of Port Albert Progress Association.
Send all Letters to the Editor to;
portalberttattler2019@gmail.com
By the 15th of each month
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Port Albert Tennis Courts
Article Written by Stephen Balhourn and Bob Ashdown

The Port Albert Tennis Courts are nearly ready to be opened to visitors and locals in Port Albert.
With 90% of the Port Albert Tennis Courts completed we reached out to John Newcombe to
officially open the courts , however unfortunately we received a reply from his PA that he is
currently in the USA and extremely busy up until Wimbledon and had no time to attend however
wished the town all the very best. Stephen thanks for trying !!
Shortly , the council will assist in reinstating the tennis court sign on Tarraville Road and aim to
have the courts available for both public and local use very soon.
As part of the final 10% rectification work there is a major leakage of the taps that require
correction. Gavin Neoclous, a registered plumber (also a regular visitor & property owner in PA)
assisted in taking a look at what needs to be done and diagnosed that due to the damage
caused by an existing gum tree that all underground piping be replaced with new poly pipes.
Gavin has offered to complete the rectification work at no charge for labour—parts only. An
approval for works will be submitted to Progress for approval on May 14. Thank you Gavin for
your support and generosity.

Images of the Renovated Tennis Courts
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Safe Swimming / Water Park Community Group Update

We have applied to the Wellington Shire Council for a grant to help us cover costs for getting
concept plans made up for both the safe swimming area and the water park. This will enable
us to provide visual options for the community to vote on.
We have not met as a group for some time, our next meeting will be held once we know the
outcome of the grant application.
We would like to thank both Tumaini for Africa Gallery and Interiors by Jade, for providing
donations for our fund raising. Easter Sunday we held raffles at the Coast Guard. To date we
have raised just under $2000.
If anyone is interested in donating prizes for our next fund raising effort please contact us by
sending an email to
safeswimmingpa@gmail.com. At this stage it is likely to be later in the year for our next fund
raiser.
We should know the outcome of the application in the next month or so.
Article Submitted by : Jenny Smith

Promoting Port Albert
The Promotion and Marketing of Port Albert is an open
conversation which we are working hard on making
inclusive all business owners, accommodation operators
and Community groups – currently we are
communicating with 35 members.
We are always listening to feedback, new ideas and
constructive criticisms. If you would like to join the
conversation, please email me at
cheriesmirl@bigpond.com and let me know how you
think youwould like to become involved. Thank you.
Cherie Smirl
Free WIFI—Port Albert
Progress is researching the best path forward for
introducing free WIFI to Port Albert.
There are grants available and organisations who offer
assistance to tourist villages such as ours, particularly
in providing sustainable funding for projects of this
type.
A project which requires expertise and technological
skills – long term or short term! Join the discussion, join
the team. If this is a project you would love to be
involved in, we would love you to be on board.
cheriesmirl@bigpond.com Thank you Cherie Smirl

Thank You Kerrie for All Your
Work and Service to the
Community
During April Kerrie Parkinson
resigned as Secretary and Editor of
The Tattler. Kerrie provided a
number of years on Progress and
the Committee would like to take
this opportunity to thank her for all
her efforts over that time.
Thank You once again.
Port Albert Progress Committee

#

The Tattler
Port Albert’s FREE Community Newsletter!
Issue No 116 May 2019

#

The Tattler
Port Albert’s FREE Community Newsletter!
Issue No 116 May 2019

Wellington Shire News!
Me
Council
urgesabout
residents
toevents
register
burn-offs
For
further information
This Girl Can
in Wellington,
visit www.gippygirlscan.com/wellington
With the declared Fire Danger Period ending tomorrow, Wellington Shire Council is urging locals to
register their burn-offs with the Country Fire Authority (CFA) and check if they require a permit to
burn. Burning in residential areas is illegal without a permit, which can be obtained through Council.
Burns in Rural Living or Farming zones do not require a permit, but Wellington Shire Council Mayor
Alan Hall urges residents to register their burns with the CFA. “We know there are plenty of people
living out of town that have cleaned up their properties and their bonfires ready to light,” he said.
“However, we are still experiencing a warm and dry autumn, so please exercise caution when
planning your burn.“Ensure you check the weather conditions and make sure you register your burn
with the CFA. “The last thing everyone wants is an escaped fire or a fire truck attending your place
when it’s not needed.” Cr Hall said it was also important residents understood that even if they
obtain a permit, register their burn and follow the rules, if their burn escapes, they may still be held
legally responsible for any damages or losses that occur. “The onus is on the person lighting the fire
to ensure everything is kept safe and the fire doesn’t escape,” he said. “So please make sure the
weather conditions are safe and you have everything at hand to keep the fire contained.” Council
received many complaints last season about burn-offs in residential areas, which are illegal without
a permit. Lighting of outdoor fires in residential areas is generally prohibited unless the fire is
contained and is used for the purposes of warmth or cooking.
This means that contained fire pits, pot-belly stoves and the like are ok
But permits are required to light incinerators or burn rubbish in town. Permits will only be granted if
there is no alternative to burning, the burn can be done safely, and that smoke is unlikely to impact
on neighbours. The burning of offensive materials, such as rubber, plastic, dangerous goods or
substances, paint, and food scraps is not permitted at any time.
Cr Hall said people living in residential areas should look at alternatives to burning. “If you live in
town, green waste can be mulched and used on your garden, or made in to compost,” he said. “You
can dispose of your green waste at our local waste facilities for a small fee, or there are several
private companies who offer green waste pick-up. “It’s well worth finding alternatives, because if
you are caught burning off in a residential area the fine is $200 and in some cases you may be
prosecuted.”
To apply for a permit to burn, or to clarify whether you need a permit, contact Wellington
Shire Council on 1300 366 244.
Further information about fire restrictions and regulations can be found at the CFA website a
www.cfa.vic.gov.au
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Wellington Shire News!
Me
Council
continues
toThis
provide
farm
rate discount
and $1M drought
For
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Girl Can20%
events
in Wellington,
visit www.gippygirlscan.com/wellington
recovery

drought
recovery
Wellington Shire
Council has allocated $1 million in its 2019/20 Budget for drought recovery. This
unprecedented step advances Council’s work with other tiers of government to deliver immediate
assistance to drought-affected families including providing cartage of potable water; pump and
water infrastructure upgrades; social events to provide ‘time off the farm’;
information; support and advocacy to the State and Federal governments. In addition, Council will
continue its 20% discount on farming rates, which has been policy for more than 20 years; the
freeze on fees at the Gippsland Regional Livestock Exchange and providing free roadside grazing
permits. Wellington Shire Council Acting Mayor Malcolm Hole said Council was tightening its belt
recognition of the tough times our communities were facing.
Our rural community has been telling us that financial relief is what they want, and while Wellington
farmers have had some assistance from the State and Federal governments, rate relief hasn’t been
forthcoming,” he said.
“Council will continue to lobby both state and federal governments to provide more direct financial
assistance, but we also need to play our part.
“In addition, for 2019/20, we will continue to provide a 20% discount on farming general rates and
have allocated a further $1 million to go towards drought response and recovery.” Council is now
working with its agricultural reference group and the broader farming community to work out how
this could be spent to maximum effect.
“Unlike the state or federal governments, Council doesn’t have the ‘budget horsepower’ to provide
any reasonable level of direct financial help,” Cr Hole said.
“For example, if we used our million dollars to provide further rate relief over and above the 20%
discount already in place, this would equate to around $750 per farm enterprise for the year, a
figure unlikely to be a significant factor. “So, we will look to invest our million dollars into projects
like water carting and bores and continue to lobby state and federal governments to come to the
table with genuine and immediate financial assistance.”
For farmers, this budget provides:
• $1 million for drought recovery initiatives
• Continuation of 20% rate discount to farms
• Rates payment plans to farmers who are experiencing financial difficulty
• Freeze on saleyard fees
• Fee waiver for roadside grazing permits
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Wellington Shire News!
Me
Balanced
budget
in difficult
economic
For
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about This
Girl Can events
in Wellington,times
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drought recovery
Wellington Shire Council has today released its Draft Budget 2019/20 to the community, with a fine
balance struck between maintaining high standard service provision, continuation of infrastructure
improvements and also acknowledging economic hardship in our region. The Draft Budget is now
available for public comment.
Acting Mayor Malcolm Hole said Councillors had spent considerable time examining the best ways
to continue funding the more than 100 services Council provides while operating geographically the
third largest shire in Victoria. “It’s a matter of being able to provide the best possible outcome for
the community while also
tightening our belts during a time that has been tough on our agricultural sector and local
economy,” he said
“With that in mind, we have capped the general rate increase at 2.5% in line with the Victorian
Government’s Fair Go Rates System. “We have also allocated $1 million from the budget to be
spent specifically on drought
initiatives, working with the farming community to decide how to best spend that money.” Council
has allocated $36.63M in the Budget to capital works throughout the shire, with $22.75M funded
from Council operations, $9.90M from external grants and contributions and $3.97M from new
borrowings.
Some of the infrastructure highlights include:
• Maffra - Cameron Sporting Complex stadium redevelopment (multi-year project)
• Stratford- Recreation Reserve - Netball changerooms
• Heyfield – New skate park planning
• Golden Beach - Active recreation precinct development
• Maffra - Streetscape renewal (multi-year project)
• Woodside - Reconstruction and widening Balloong Road
• Port Albert - Beach access stair renewal
• Bundalaguah - Myrtlebank Hall upgrades
• Yarram - Staceys Bridge upgrade
• Briagolong -Recreation pavilion redevelopment (multi-year project)
• Alberton - Lanes Road renewal
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What’s on in May
￼
￼

”The Donnas”Musical –Regent
Theatre

Wed 22 May 7pm & Thurs 23 May 10pm
Yarram Secondary College presents another
rocking musical at the Yarram Regent
Theatre. The show is centered around
Linda, a struggling waitress at the Hop Inn
diner, who finds herself invited to join the
“Donnas,” a cool group of elite females.
Plenty of rocking songs from the 1950s are
sure to please. Tickets are available at
Yarram Secondary College and at the door

Ad v e r tis e

I n T h e T a ttler

12 month Advertising 1st of July – 30th of June
1 x Block Size/Business Card- $120 per year 2 X Block Size - $218 per year
3 X Block Size - $327 per year 4 X Block Size - $436 per year
Casual Ad’s $20 per 1 Block
For more details please email: portalberttattler2019@gmail.com
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Local Recurring Events

“Jewell In the Crown” Absolutely!! Join the Conversation.
We know how sensational Port Albert is, let’s boast our spoils far and wide so we too can
benefit from increased tourist visitations currently being experienced across Gippsland
coastal hotspots.
Progress are working toward greater Promotion and Advertising of the Port, and are keenly
seeking your input.
Cherie Smirl cheriesmirl@bigpond.com would be delighted to hear from passionate Port
Alberters with a view to starting the conversation.
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Port Albert Community Directory
Port Albert CFA

– Fire Brigade –Meetings Mon Night 730 pm PA

Fire Brigade - Emergencies

000 or www.CFA.vic.gov.au
Port Albert Progress Association – meets every second Tuesday of the month, CFA meeting rooms, 7pm
Email portalbertprogress@gmail.com
Port Albert Mechanics Hall Committee of Management –Contact 0431734236 portalberthall@gmail.com
Port Albert Coast Guard – Part of Australia Volunteer Coast Guards – for membership - https://
coastguard.com.au/membership Phone: (03) 5183 2555
Port Albert Sports and Light Game Fishing – Local Fishing competitions and Team Events Charles 0427532961 palgandsfcinc@hotmail.com
Port Albert Maritime Museum – Contact David Dickson 518302520
The Friends of St John’s Inc. - Contact President Ray Walka

Email: raywalka@hotmail.com

Port Albert Yacht Club – Sailing lessons, Sailing competitions & other events –
Contact andrewsmacaulay@gmail.com 0417106279
The Historic Port Albert Boat Club Inc – Contacts: President Troy McFarland 0428 826 476,
Vice President Chris Beer 0427 826 119

From the Editor’s
How lucky are we to live in such a beautiful town as Port Albert with access to majestic waterways ,
views from the foreshore of Wilsons Prom , magnificent sunsets over the Strezlecki Ranges close
proximity to Agnes Falls , the historic Port Welshpool Jetty , Toora Wind Farm , Woodside Beach ( start of
90 Mile Beach ) , the # 1 Volunteer Golf Course in Australia , Yarram Golf Club and only 15 minutes from
Yarram for all our daily needs.
.
Port Albert is truly special.
All that is currently missing to make the town even more special is the return of open eating venues for
tourists , day visitors and locals alike. It is unfortunate that both the Leaping Frog and Wildfish
Restaurant are currently not consistently open and hope that in the near future they will be again,
because unlike most other towns Port Alert doesn't have “shop fronts “and it relies on the excellent
reputations gained over many years that those eateries provided along with Port Cafe and Wine Bar.
From the articles by Cherie Smirl , Port Albert could be Gippsland’s Jewel in the Crown as its the only
coastal town in the shire that has the potential to offer so much. Your thoughts in coming months on
what Progress can assist with would be appreciated.
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PALGS
FC

April 13/14th All Species
1st June 0.604 kg, 2nd Don Bednall 0.422 kg, 3rd David Myers 0.282 kg, 4th Dylan Ward 0.260 kg,
5th Charles 0.220 kg. Secret weight winner was Charles.

FISHING REPORT

Local fishing at Port Albert is very poor. Is it because of the drought? Is it because of commercial
overfishing? Is it just a seasonal issue? The lack of amateur boats about even on really good
weather days is a reflection of how poor the results are.

David Myers – not a
fish virgin anymore
Blackie & Smithy’s
fish from Perch/All
species comp –
battling the wind at
Tarwin Lower
Sheree Kilgower –
recipient of Woolies
Voucher

NEXT MEETING –

The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 7th May
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Dear marine & coastal community,
Planning for the 2019 Victorian Marine and Coastal Forum is progressing well. Please read on for
forum updates including registrations, pricing and submitting proposals for forum sessions.
We want to hear from you!
Would you would like to present or run a workshop at the forum?
The online form to submit forum proposals is currently open. You can submit your proposal by
completing a short online form here. Please read through the information on the first page before
completing your proposal. Proposals close this Sunday April 14th.
Thank you to those who suggested topics when signing up for the mailing list – there were many great
ideas for engaging sessions, and we’d really encourage you to build on these ideas and submit a
proposal for a presentation session or workshop.
We really want to cover the diversity of work that gets undertaken across the sector from government,
research, volunteer and private entities; this helps us to develop a program that reflects the full
breadth of work undertaken that supports marine and coastal management.
Forum Registrations:
We aim to open registrations for the forum on April 17th. We don’t want cost to be a barrier to
participation, so we have tried to keep registration costs as low as possible.
Full registrations for the 2-day forum are $300.
If you’re a volunteer coastal committee of management member, or you volunteer with a Coastcare
affiliated group, your registration will be fully subsidised by DELWP and will be free of charge for the 2day forum. Please note that volunteer registrations are restricted to two volunteers per organisation.
Volunteers are a critical resource for the sector providing their time, knowledge and skills to help
manage the coast. A key value of this forum is that we ensure volunteers are able to attend and
participate.
We will let you know through this mailing list when registrations are open so you can secure your spot.
Numbers are limited so ensure you get in quick!
Thank you again for your interest, we look forward to seeing you at the 2019 Victorian Marine and
Coastal Forum!
Regards,
2019 VMCF Steering Group
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