The Port Albert Tattler
Community Newsletter! Issue No 117 June 2019
Port Albert Book Exchange
Building Community. Sparking Creativity.
Inspiring a love of Reading.
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Little Free Library in our community coming soon.
We would like to create a community that gets to know each other and shares an interest in books, reading,
learning and helping our children read.
Can you help!
Looking for idea’s, tips and donations.
Please reach out to us on: portablertbookexchange@outlook.com or
www.facebook.com/portalbertbookexchange

Submission Deadlines:
The deadline for submission of articles and advertisements is the 15th of every month.
Submissions can be made anytime by email to: portalberttattler2019@gmail.com.

Proudly supported by Wellington Shire Council. Editors: Port Albert Progress Association. All care is taken to ensure that
the information given is true and correct at the time of publication. All works provided remain the property of the writers.
Opinions, views or articles do not represent the views or opinions of Port Albert Progress Association.
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About Our Region—Sunday Island

When I mentioned to a previous work mate that I now lived in Port
Albert he told me they had a “shack “on Sunday Island a members
only—no day visitors island and that got me intrigued to ask more
questions and here is the story of Sunday Island.
Once a sheep and cattle farm, in 1965 , it was bought for £30,000 by a
few members of the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia, as a
game management and hunting area for threatened hog deer , otherwise called para deer.
In addition to about 100 common fallow deer that wander the island,
there are now more than 200 hog deer, which are almost extinct in
their -native habitats of Sri Lanka, India and Vietnam and Sunday
Island are now world leaders in the preservation of this specie of deer.
While on the island as well as working closely with the deer , other
activities include bird watching , fishing , bushwalking and photography—a real island getaway.
To reach the island , is a 10 minute ride on the cooperative’s boat the
Yimbala that arrives at a jetty measuring some 700 metres long , ( to
cater for the various tides ) , with rail tracks for ferrying of supplies
from Port Albert and the mainland.
My work mate told me that the island is at times “open “for new families to become part of the cooperative so if that island getaway is what
you are looking for there maybe an opportunity to buy your own piece
of paradise in beautiful Gippslands and just off Port Albert.
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Port Albert
Water Tower Update
June 2019

As you would have read in the May Port Albert Tattler , through Creative Gippsland artist Ulla Taylor ,spent a number
of days in Port Albert learning about every aspect of our history.
After Ulla completed her research she put together two 3 —D effect designs on the pavement in front of the Maritime
Museum for all to see.
It is a great initiative for the Water Tower to be a focal point of beautifying Port Albert and exciting times ahead.
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Port Albert Tennis Courts
by Stephen Balhourn

Port Albert Tennis Court Update
At the last Progress Meeting we had the pleasure of our shire representative Councillor Gary Stephens attend and all
items that were requested assistance with at the tennis courts were completed. All rubbish has been removed from Raglan
Street that will now allow for increased parking for all tennis court patrons along with a Tennis Court direction sign on
Tarraville Road. Thank you to Gary for assisting in having Council complete these outstanding items.
Within the next few weeks we will have signs erected advising of court hours , cost to play and court rules.
Unfortunately , while the courts are ready for use the question of public liability insurance requires to be addressed. Port
Albert Progress will be writing to Tennis Victoria for clarity on this important matter and once resolved the tennis courts
will be open for use. Thank you for your patience and understanding .

Images of the New Signage & Raglan Street Clearing
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Promotion and Marketing of Port Albert
by Cherie Smirl

Destination Gippsland is the Regional Tourism Board for the Eastern Victoria Region. Their role is to grow and serve the
Gippsland tourism sector and work in partnership with local communities and government to deliver rewarding and lasting
economic, environmental and social outcomes.
The work of Destination Gippsland in our region is extensive in highlighting Gippsland’s natural beauty and authentic experiences to inspire and encourage overnight visitations, increase visitor expenditure, length of stay, and visitor dispersal. While ensuring visitors to the Gippsland region enjoy greater satisfaction from their stay.
Alison Conroy, Marketing Manager of Destination Gippsland is keen to visit Port Albert and meet with our business owners,
accommodation operators, community groups and interested residents to outline Destination Gippsland’s role in regional
tourism and update us on their current projects.
I am delighted to welcome Alison to Port Albert on Friday June 14th at 1.00 pm ,at Wildish Restaurant and would like to
thank Michael Hobson for his opening of the restaurant for the gathering and hosting of meals while we have Alison talk
with us, listen to us, answer questions and guide us on a pathway forward.
Wellington Shire will also be represented by Ashley Smirl, Visitor Economy and Events Coordinator.
Please spread the word – this is an outstanding opportunity which I am sure will open great future networks to the Port Albert community.
Please RSVP for catering purposes - cheriesmirl@bigpond.com by June 12th

The Port Albert Tattler is your community newsletter so if you would like to
comment on any matter or wish to advise of upcoming events such as special
occasions , exceptional community achievements or just to have your say.
Send your letter to The Editors : portalberttattler2019@gmail.com
All letters / correspondence close on the 15th of each month.
Please Note : Letters to the Editor are not the opinions of Port Albert Progress Association.
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Port Albert Progress Association—AGM Meeting
The Port Albert Progress Association Annual General Meeting will be held on August. 13 at the CFA Meeting Room
commencing at 7.00pm.
Just a gentle reminder that to vote you will need to be a current financial member.
So please complete the form enclosed in this months Port Albert Tattler and have your vote count at the Annual General
Meeting.
There are great things happening in Port Albert.

Thank You for your support of Port Albert

Port Albert Progress Association—Positions Vacant
The Port Albert Progress Association is looking for community volunteers for the following positions :


Secretary—Correspondence / Support Grants



Treasurer



Events Coordinator



General Committee Members

We are looking for individuals that are passionate about their community , like to share ideas and have available time.
If this is you and you would like further information on any of the above positions please reach out to:
portalberttattler2019@gmail.com

Thank You for your support of Port Albert
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Maritime Museum News
by Venetia Beaney

The story of a cat named Trim

Matthew Flinders cat Trim was born at sea on HMS
Reliance in 1797. Trim sailed with Flinders on his
early surveying voyages as well as his return voyage
to England in 1800. He circumnavigated Australia in
the Investigator and survived the shipwreck of the
Porpoise on Wreck Reef in 1803. He shared his masters captivity on Mauritius until, as Flinders believed,
he was stolen and eaten by hungry slaves in 1804. A
couple of his ancestors guard the Clonmel Cannon for
the Museum today!
Nautical Trivia—Chock-a-Block.

A block and tackle is a pulley system used on sailing
ships to hoist the sails. The phrase describes what
occurs when the system is raised to its full extent when there is no more rope and the blocks jam tightly
together. This leads to the current meaning:
Crammed so tightly together there is no room for
anyone or anything else.

A Big Thank You To Cameron Ritchie

The information signs in the garden had become very
faded and shabby over the years and as a result we had
replacement metal signs made.

Winter Opening Hours

Cameron Ritchie constructed backing boards, refurbished
the stands and replaced the old signs with the new metal
signs. It has made a great difference to the look of the
garden and we appreciate Cameron’s expertise in improving the look of the garden.

Winter has arrived and so has our opening hours .
We are now open each weekend and school holidays
plus of course we are always available by appointment should anyone like to visit during week days to
learn more about the history of Port Albert and Gippslands maritime past.

Gippsland Regional Maritime Museum
Open Daily September to May 10.00am - 4.00pm Weekends and School Holidays During
June - August
A vivid insight into the early history of Port Albert as the gateway to Gippsland and its
colourful maritime history.
78 Tarraville Rd, Port Albert, VIC 3971
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As part of the Central Gippsland Tourism and Gippsland Times initiative we are looking for "Local Heroes" to feature in an ongoing column in the Gippsland Times.
The aim is to engage local people and showcase the wonderful people that make Central Gippsland such a wonderful place to be.
We are ideally looking for people from a broad range of backgrounds , farmers , school kids , senior citizens , volunteer workers , business owners , that can tell us why they LOVE living in the Tarra Territory.
The nomination will be asked questions similar but not exclusively to the ones below :


Tell us a bit about yourself/background. Were you always from this area?



We would love to learn a bit more about your town. What activity in/around your town do you love to do?



When you have visitors, where (in Central Gippsland) do you love to take them?



What’s your thing in Central Gippsland; Beaches, High Country, or Bush?



What is your absolute favourite produce from Central Gippsland, and why?



Is there a piece of Central Gippsland that reminds you of another place in the world?



What would you love to see brought to Central Gippsland? Is there something you have experience elsewhere that
you would love to bring back?



What is your favourite event in Central Gippsland and why?



What is your favourite season in Central Gippsland, and why?

The Process:


Nominees should vary in age, background, industry so that we can have a good mix of Local Heroes.



There will be a selection of 8 names for the next 6 months and Gippsland Times are running the advertisement for
Central Gippsland Tourism every fortnight for us.



In 5 months we can review to see if we’re happy with everything. Then continue for the next 6 months of interviews

Do You Know A Local Hero? Then drop an email to Nigel Shaw at : nandmshaw@gmail.com
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Historic Port Albert Boat Club of Port Albert
Upcoming Events

Over the next few months the Historic Port Albert Boat Club will be holding two club events for existing
and new members.

Friday June 14—Queens Birthday Weekend

Do you have an historical wooden boat or have always wanted to learn more or possibly buy an historical
wooden boat or want to become a member ? Then why not attend the members dinner on Friday June 14 between 6 pm—7 pm at the Commercial Hotel , Yarram .

For Booking Arrangements—Call or Text Cec on 0428826476

***************************************************************************************

Friday & Saturday July 26—27—Bream Fishing Weekend Away

Come and enjoy two days away on the Nicholson River from Friday July 26 & 27. Catch some bream , talk
stories , but most of all have fun with members and guests. Already six cabins and three power sites have
been booked so get in fast and book your requirement now. There are powered sites for those with caravans
and cabins for those that want that extra comfort. The club will provide a stylish BBQ on the Saturday night
with snags for brekkie over the weekend. What a great way for members new and old to have lots of fun and
talk about the fish that got away.

For bookings and deposit details call Cec on 0428826476.
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What’s on in June
Friday June 14—7.30 pm
BOWIE - GOLDEN YEARS is a celebration of David
Bowie’s amazing music.
Dale Ryder ( Boom Crash Opera) , Jason Singh & Tim
Watson ( Taxiride) , Rusty Brown (Electric Mary ) with
a 6 piece band perform Bowie’s catalogue of hits.
You’ll be dancing all night ! Tickets are all general admission - club cabaret lounge style , Bar Open ! Tickets
just $40 - Available from Yarram Betta Home Living—CASH ONLY

Wednesday June 5—10.00am—4.00 pm
Whether you're planning, starting or growing your business, the Victorian Government's Small Business Bus
can help you to develop your business ideas and capabilities.
Delivered by experts from the Small Business Mentoring Service (SBMS), the on board mentoring sessions
can help you to identify a clear direction for your business, discuss key issues and priorities, and develop an
action plan to achieve your goals.
Five free 45-minute sessions are available from 10am
until 4pm. Register on line via the Small Business Website.

Queens Birthday Weekend—Saturday June 8
Everyone Welcome—Queens Birthday Get Together
Come & Enjoy a Beer , Wine , Music , Snacks & Raffles.
Starting from 6.00pm—12.00am—NO BYO
Coast Guard Building 31—37 Bay Street , Port Albert
Call 0351832555 for the Courtesy Bus to collect you
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Local Recurring Events

YARRAM

YARRAM

Courthouse Market

Scout Hall

PRODUCE , HOME , GARDEN

VARIOUS STALLS—8.000am—1.00pm

Every Friday from 10.00am—1.00pm

1st Sunday of the month

Yarram Library

No Markets July / August

ROCK , RHYTHM & RHYME

Ship Inn Motel

Music for Babies & Toddlers

OPEN MIC—ALL WELCOME

Every Friday from 9.30am

An open mic where anyone can come

Yarram Library

along & sing or play an instrument.

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME

1st Sunday of each month 1.00pm—6.00pm

Every Thursday from 11.00am

PORT ALBERT

Holy Trinity Market

PRODUCE , CRAFTS , HOME , GARDEN

CRAFTS , PLANTS , FOOD

4th Sunday of the month—9.00am—1.00pm

2nd & 4th Saturday of each month—10.00am—2.00pm

Port Albert Hall

Holy Trinity Anglican Church

GORMANDALE

Bicentennial Gardens

HOMEGROWN FOOD / HANDMADE GOODS SWAP

PRODUCE SWAP

3rd Saturday of the month @ 2.00pm

3rd Saturday of the month @ 9.00am

Gormandale Community House
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PORT ALBERT MERCHANDISE

Hats, Bumper Stickers & Magnets
are now available for purchase.
All proceeds go directly to the cost
of producing the merchandise,
events, production of The Port Albert Tattler & co-contribution of
community projects.
Stickers can be purchased from various locations in Port Albert, namely
Port Albert General Store, Port Albert Wharf Fish & Chips, Port Albert
Maritime Museum and Courthouse
Gallery in Yarram.
Thanks for Supporting Port Albert

Join The Port Albert Tattler Mailing List!

Become part of our mailing list and get your copy of The Port Albert Tattler through email.
Just contact: portalberttattler2019@gmail.com and we will make
sure you receive your copy each month.

The next Progress Meeting will be held on Tuesday June 11 , starting at 7pm in the CFA Meeting
Room.

*Thanks for supporting The Port Albert Tattler *

All are welcome and it would be great to hear
your ideas and suggestions.
Small Actions x Lots of People = Big Change
See you then!
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From the Editors In Chief
The Port Albert Tattler—Community Slogan Competition
Over the past few years the transformation of Port Albert has been exciting to witness. We are seeing new houses
being built , young families moving into the town , new businesses opening and new developments in the pipeline
such as the water tower and safe swimming projects.
With all this positive movement , lets put Port Albert onto the landscape of the region by having our own identity via
a community slogan through The Port Albert Tattler.
Already we have a banner on South Gippsland Highway that says : “Enjoy the Experience “however wouldn't it be
special to have a community slogan ?
Suggested community slogans could be :


One Community , One Voice , One Drive



A town of History and Beauty



Were the story Begins

In support of this initiative local businesses , Dypsy Jypsy Ice Cream and Port Albert Fish and Chips have donated a
$ 20.00 and $ 50.00 voucher respectively to the winner of the best Community Slogan.
So why not enter your suggestion to : portalberttattler2019@gmail.com and each month we will publish all suggested community slogans. Entries will close August 30 with suggested slogans to be published in September , The
Port Albert Tattler , with the winner being announced by community votes in October’s The Port Albert Tattler.
**********************************************************************************************
Free WIFI for Port Albert Recreation / CBD and RV Park Areas
In last months The Port Albert Tattler , Cherie Smirl wrote an excellent piece on Menniyan and how that town reinvented itself as a “must stop “town to just have a Coffee , Devonshire Tea or just wander through the shops and buy
that one off item.
What was of interest is that Menniyan is a WIFI Free Town and with so much activity in Port Albert on the shore
front of Rutter Park ,with the fisherman the overnight facility of the RV camping and just being able to sit and relax
with friends and family , what a bonus it would be for our town to be WIFI Free. So does anyone know who we
could reach out to within the telecommunications networks to start the discussion ?
Your advise to : portalberttattler2019@gmail.com would be appreciated.
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Progress is not a Foreign Concept in Port Albert by Stephen Balhourne

Ship Inn Light
The light that used to be outside the Ship Inn hotel on the corner of Victoria street and Tarraville Road has been refurbished.
The light was originally erected by the publican of the Ship Inn to stop intoxicated clients falling in the barrel drain outside the
establishment.
The refurbishment was initiated by a valued resident of Port Albert who ( prefers to remain unnamed ) was also the initiator of the
Port Albert Racecourse signs being rejuvenated.
Warren Curry, Andy Gordon and Trevor Crapper ( builder ) continued with designing the structure but the renovation of the light
and the stencilling “Ship Inn 1856 “was completed by the above valued member of the Port Albert community. Thank you all for
bringing back a small part of history.
Church Roof
A third of the money for the new Church was raised by “The Friend of St Johns” and the remainder came from the Parish.
The third of the moneys raised was by the tireless efforts of The Fiends of St Johns - “The Whiskey night” held at the hall and
run by Reverent Jo’s son and catered for by the Fiend’s of St Johns, Devonshire teas on Australia Day and many more fund raising events.
Moisture is the enemy of wooden structures but the new roof will ensure that one of Port Alberts historic buildings will be preserved and not sold to the highest bidder like many Church’s in this area
The new roof was erected by Travis Brown-Hovelt who has owned a house in Albany Street Port Albert for many years. Thank
you Travis for all your tireless work in making this project a success.
Access to the Water East of the Yacht Club
The Wellington Shire Council has allocated $10,000 to replace steps that are falling away from the seawall east of the Yacht club
in the next budget.
The fixing of the towns assets and not letting them deteriorate to a point of no return should be one of the major functions of the
Progress Association— Port Albert has lost enough.
The Wellington Shire is also going to put a guard rail on that dangerous corner on the footpath further along toward Stockyard
Point from The Winch House Boat Hire, it is a long drop and dangerous for visitors and people walking back from Wild Fish after
a few drinks.

These photos prove that progress can be achieved by people willingly applying
their effort, skill and patience without the hindrance or interference from negativity.
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Progress is not a foreign concept in Port Albert –cont
Racecourse Signage.
The same valued resident of Port Albert who initiated the refurbishment of the Ship Inn light has renovated the deteriorated Port
Albert Racecourse signs.
The Port Albert racecourse is the oldest sand racecourse in Victoria and deserves to have good signage and ultimately brought
back to its former glory.
It was initiated by two blokes having a drink at the Port Albert Pubback in the late 1840s arguing about who had the fastest horse,
one was from Tarraville and the other from Port Albert, one bloke owned the land where the racecourse is now so they decided to
build a track and settle the disagreement once and for all ( l don’t know which horse won ).
The bloke who owned the land allowed local farmers to graze their cattle and any money required for maintenance and improvements was paid from the agistment fees.
Perhaps this idea would work now, get a dozer in, clear the scrub, leave the big trees and sow it down to Perennial Rye Grass and
Strawberry Clover.
Ageist it out when the pasture gets established and use the money as the bloke did back in the late 1840s for upkeep of the track.
More campers would come because the clearing would reduce the fire risk and reduce the sand-fly and mosquito population putting more money into the coffers of ‘The Racecourse Committee’
The VRC might be interested in such a proposal ? After all it is an important part of Australia’s heritage .
The racecourse is another unique asset that Port Albert has, and as a community we should preserve these historical assets as other
communities have!
These photos prove that progress can be achieved by people willingly applying , their effort, skill and patience without the hindrance or interference from negativity. Port Albert is a town unique in the Gippsland area—lets make it special !!!!
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Port Albert Community Directory
Port Albert CFA – Fire Brigade –Meetings Monday Night 730 pm—CFA Meeting Rooms

Fire Brigade - Emergencies— 000

or www.cfa.vic.gov.au

Port Albert Progress Association – meets every second Tuesday of the month, CFA meeting rooms, 7pm
Email portalbertprogress@gmail.com
Port Albert Mechanics Hall Committee of Management –Contact 0431734236 portalberthall@gmail.com
Port Albert Coast Guard – Part of Australia Volunteer Coast Guards – for membership - https:// coastguard.com.au/
membership Phone: (03) 5183 2555
Port Albert Sports and Light Game Fishing – Local Fishing competitions and Team Events - Charles
0427532961 palgandsfcinc@hotmail.com
Port Albert Maritime Museum – Contact David Dickson 518302520
The Friends of St John’s Inc. - Contact President Ray Walka

Email: raywalka@hotmail.com

Port Albert Yacht Club – Sailing lessons, Sailing competitions & other events –
Contact andrewsmacaulay@gmail.com 0417106279
The Historic Port Albert Boat Club Inc – Contacts: President Ces 0428 826 476,
Vice President Chris Beer 0427 826 119

Adverti se Your Business In The Port Albert Tat t l er
12 Month Advertising 1st of July – 30th of June
1 x Block Size/Business Card - $120 per year 2 X Block Size - $218 per year
3 X Block Size - $327 per year 4 X Block Size - $436 per year
Casual Advertisements $20 per 1 Block
For more details please email: portalberttattler2019@gmail.com

Thank You for Supporting Port Albert
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Wellington Shire News!
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Wellington Shire News!

Don’t get caught out - Pet Registration Checks To Begin Soon
Wellington Shire Council is warning pet owners to avoid a fine and make sure their pets are registered.
Owners of domestic animals found to be unregistered, or who haven’t had their registration renewed for 2019, can be fined
$322 per animal.
“That’s an expense no-one wants,” Wellington Mayor Alan Hall said.
“If you have forgotten to pay your animal registration renewal, get onto it quickly before you have a ranger at your front
door.
“If you have a new pet or have never registered your pet before, get onto it because any cat or dog must be registered from
three months of age.
“If your dog or cat is registered with Council, we can easily identify the animal owner and in most instances return them to
you.”
Prefer to receive your invoices and reminder via email ?
Call our Customer Service Centre on 1300 366 244 to organise, or visit www.wellington.vic.gov.au/petrego
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